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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yb3YbBhshAo


Engaging Communities about LID 



Greening Your Grounds Program 

• Greening Your Grounds Guide 
– Providing technical knowledge to watershed residents 

 
 

• Community Engagement Case Studies 
– Addressing the knowledge barrier and the cost barrier 

 

• Lessons Learned 
 

• Next Steps 
– Sharing the program across Ontario 
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Case Study:  
Demonstration Rain Garden 

• Markham Environmental 
Sustainability Fund 

• Align with the City of 
Markham’s Greenprint 
(2011) 

• Visit the demonstration 
rain garden to see LID 
technology in practice 



Lessons Learned: Rain Garden 

Get the local community  
involved 
• Engaging volunteers cuts 

costs  
• Instills residents with a 

sense of ownership 



Lessons Learned: Rain Garden 

Balance opportunities 
for education and 
accessibility 
• Gardens need to be 

beautiful 
• Signs and tours provide 

information about how 
the garden functions 



Case Study: Workshop Series 

• Ontario Trillium 
Foundation and Markham 
Environmental 
Sustainability Fund 

• Engage residents in 
projects to reduce lot level 
flooding 

• Greening your Grounds 
guides were distributed 
 





Lessons Learned: Workshop Series 

Tailor the message to the audience. 
• Use accessible language 
• Focus on homeowner benefits 



Case Study: Grant Program 

• Funding for professionally 
installed residential LID projects 

• Eligible to residents in flood-
prone area surrounding 
Etobicoke Creek (Brampton, ON) 
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Lessons Learned: Grant Program 

Don’t assume! 
Not all  landscaping contractors are familiar with LID 
technology 

 



Lessons Learned 

Relationship building takes time 
Share the message more than once 
in different formats 



Next Steps… 

• Greening Your Grounds workshops across the GTA 
in the TRCA jurisdiction 
– To continue watershed resident education 

 

• Seek out new funding opportunities to support 
homeowners across our watersheds 
– To reduce the cost barriers 

 

• Train-the-Trainer sessions across the province  
– To share the tools that we have developed  

 



Thank you! 
 
Erin Bullis 
ebullis@trca.on.ca 
416-661-6600 x5644 
 
Cass Stabler 
cstabler@trca.on.ca 
416-661-6600 x5941 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanne Jeffery 
jjeffery@trca.on.ca 
416-661-6600 x5638 
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