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• Background
• Vegetation Challenges
• Solution
• Work in Progress

Agenda
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• New Stormwater Ordinance
• Went into effect January 1, 2022
• New Requirements

Background

1.1” = 28mm
.55” = 14mm
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• Previously linear projects were 
exempt from stormwater 
management requirements

• Now public works would have to 
manage runoff on all new and 
reconstructed roadway projects

Background
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Visibility
• Poor appearance
• Weedy
• Sparse or overgrown
• Vegetation not thriving
• Making GSI “look bad”
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Challenges
• GI is new
• Harsh Conditions
• Winter Maintenance
• Fully-developed city
• Expectations
• Climate Change
• Poor vegetation 

establishment
• Resources and skills 

limitations
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LA Contract Solution
• Contracts easier than hires
• Immediate relief
• Dedicated Landscape Architect
• Long-term program support
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Success Is Not Optional

Healthy plants are integral to the 
function of green stormwater 
infrastructure
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Plants...
• Improve BMP Performance
• Conserve Soil
• Provide Pollinator Habitat
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Plants...

13

• Contribute to Neighborhood Beautification
• Are a Conduit for Education
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Plants also...

• Have Multiple Climate Adaptation Benefits
• Cooling impervious surfaces / reducing U.H.I.E.
• Slowing and reducing runoff

• Interception and Evapotranspiration
• Improve soil health and permeability

• And "Make or Break" Public Perception of GI
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Getting to Work
• Plan Reviews
• Installation oversight
• Establishment 

recommendations
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Planting Options
• Identify All Options

• Native Seeding
• Native Seeding with Plugs
• Container Material Planting
• Native Sod

• Cost / Benefit Analysis
• Understand the short- and long-term 

needs of each approach
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Standard Plant List and 
Seed Mixes
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Immediate Challenges
• Native Seeding
• Homeowner/Public Perception
• What is a Cover Crop?
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Native Seeding

• Looks a little different than the 
turf boulevard they are used to

• Moving away from cover crop
• Public Perception
• May inhibit growth of some native 

species
• Development of “urban turf” mix
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Mulch Problems

• The best-looking project had 
been installed with container 
stock plants and mulch

• Mulch clogging storm drains
• Determined not to use mulch
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Urban Turf Mix

• Fast establishing
• Temporary and Permanent 

Vegetation
• Salt Tolerant
• Native, low-growing grasses
• Forbs are added as plugs 
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Outreach
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Signage
• In Development
• Sets Expectations
• Gives Important Info
• Connects to Other Resources
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Native Plant Establishment
• Not for the faint of 

heart!
• It may look bad for 

some time
• Before it looks amazing
• Proper maintenance is 

key
• And setting correct 

expectations
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Program Development
• Plant Maintenance Guidance

• Establishment Period
• Long-Term Maintenance

• Standards Specifications
• Standard Plans

• Volunteer Installation

• Training
• Staff and Contractor
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Working on it
• Weed Management

• No herbicide allowed
• Mow or hand pull
• Need trained maintenance staff

• Watering
• Plant Density
• Plug Theft
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Working on it
• Erosion Control Options

• Mulch challenges
• Different types of EC Blanket
• Native Sod
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Native Sod
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Native Sod Installation – October 2022
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Allison Bell, PE
City of Minneapolis Green Infrastructure Coordinator
Allison.Bell@minneapolismn.gov

Britta Hansen, OALA
Landscape Architect
bhansen@eorinc.com

Questions?

mailto:Allison.Bell@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:bhansen@eorinc.com
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